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©HE DEGO^ArnOr? AND FUI^NISHE^ 



A LEADER IN DECORATION. 




ECORATIVE work in Brooklyn is as 
much indebted for its recent artis- 
tic advance to Mr. Charles Eaton 
of No. 1242 Fulton Street, as perhaps 
to any other decorator. This gentle- 
njan takes contracts for all descrip- 
tions of remodelling, painting and 
decorating, and aims at giving a 
maximum of artistic effects for a 
minimum cost. His chief specialty is 
free-hand, fresco in relief. Mr. Eaton 
has for twelve years made a specialty of interior decoration, and 
has, during that period, originated several of the now prevailing 
styles. His last idea in mural decoration consists in producing 
ornament entirely in outline on the wall by means of a plaster 
composition squeezed out of a tube. With great rapidity the 
decorator traces immense scrolls, whirling arabesques, and the 
most gorgeous and fantastic interlacings, the ornament being 
generally a scroll band, an inch or more in width, simply out- 
lined on either side with a fine line of plastic relief. This line is 
subsequently decorated in variously colored bronzes, gold being 
the most frequently used. The ground of the scroll itself is usu- 
ally colored a tint totally distinct from both that of the wall and 
panel surfaces. The interior of the panel may be filled "with a 
frescoing of animals, flowers, fruits or birds, or it may be a 
simple blending of various tints. 

Mr. Eaton has recently made use of his decorative invention 
in covering the walls of his store with a series of panels, whose 
borders are formed of scrolls. One of the panels is in Louis the 
XIII style, of unique outline. The ground is a naturalistic fres- 
coing of flowers and foliage in the Rococo style, which harmonize 
well with the enthusiastic border. The grounds of other panels are 
filled with variously blended window shading cloth, enclosed in 
borders of scrolls in gold relief. Mr. Eaton, in addition to being 
a decorator, is also a manufacturer of window shades, and has 
lately brought out a new style of blended shade, in which a 
dozen or more colors are interblended with admirable effect. 
The invention of this shade naturally suggested the propriety of 
using the same for the ground of wall panels in conjunction with 
the gold relief borders. One of these panels, for example, has a 
ground which blends from a deep chocolate red through various 
tones of brown, buff and pale blue to cream white, while the 
border consists of whirling masses of outlined scrolls, producing 
novel and exhilarating effects. The impression produced by this 
style of work is at once bold and splendid, and we cannot escape 
the effect produced by the poetic undulations in relief that the 
artist may revel in when executing his design. Not only may 
lines in relief be treated with gold bronze, but a beautiful irides- 
cence can be obtained by dusting the line on one gold side with 
pale gold bronze, and on the other side with fire, or green bronze, 
thus producing magical effects. Mural decoration in this country 
seems to be drifting away from pencil fresco work, and the fashion 
is setting strongly towards plastic relief, in which extremely bold 
effects can be produced at a much less cost than that of hand- 
painted work on a flat surface. 

"My decorator who does this class of work," said Mr. Eaton, 
"spent over a year in perfecting his plastic composition. You 
see it must not be liable to crack or peel off the walls, nor must 
there be any oil in it that would cause a discoloration of the 
bronze. He has also invented a machine which does the work 
very rapidly. He works entirely by inspiration and doesn't even 
know himself what kind of an ornament he will produce when 
he mounts his platform. I pay him a good salary and make a 
regular business of hiring him out to other decorators, who re- 
quire his services for this particular class of work." 

Outline plastic relief is rapidly becoming the rage in Brook- 
lyn, and Mr. Eaton's latest work has been the decoration of the 
Bedford Bank in Bedford Avenue. The bank apartment is a 
simultaneous contrast of terra cotta tints. The walls a shrimp 
pink plaster, the frieze being a simple scroll tracery in gold re- 
lief, about twelve inches in depth, without marginal lines or 
mouldings. The cove is a heavy moulding of alternate lines of 



deep terra cotta and pale salmon red. The ceiling has a broad 
stiling that extends upon the center of the panel with a mitred 
edging, outlined with a line of gold relief. The ground of the 
stiling is a salmon red with a tinge of purple, producing wierd 
effect of color. The ground of the ceiling is the lightest of terra 
cotta tints, having an applique strap scroll border, outlined in 
gold relief, the. scroll being filled with a pale salmon tint with 
perhaps a tinge of purple. There are four centerpieces in plaster 
tinted in dark terra cotta, having a circular border of basket- 
work gold relief. The trimmings, desks, etc., are in polished 
mahogany. Underneath the bank are safety vaults having a 
fleur de lis relief on the modeled plaster walls all tinted in ecru 
The ceiling of the vaults is a diaper of metal relief in cream and 
gold, and the floor is a mosaic of white and blue tiles. 

Mr. Eaton has recently decorated a saloon and billiard hall 
at the corner of Ninth Avenue and 104th Street, New York. 
Both apartments are decorated in precisely the same style so 
that a description of the billiard ball will suffice. All the wood- 
work is of polished mahogany, and there is a high mahogany 
wainscoting around the walls. Above this is a border, over a 
foot in width, consisting of hand moulded scrolls in plastic relief 
on rough plaster ground tinted a pinkish red, The scrolls are 
tinted in green lacquer, the higher parts touched off with pale 
gold bronze. There are bowers at intervals among the scrolls, 
which are colored in blended tones of pink lake, with the out- 
lines in gold relief. The scrolls at intervals enclose panels con- 
taining grotesque faces in gold relief ou a maroon ground. The 
wall space is of a pale leather tint without ornament of any kind, 
and the frieze is separated therefrom by a heavy gold moulding. 
The frieze itself contains a flat stencil scroll repeat of the lower 
border, in cream on a coral ground. The ceiling is divided into 
three panels with wide stilings. The stilings at either end of 
the ceiliug are double the width of the others, and have immense 
freehand scrolls outlined in gold relief, the ground of the scrolls 
being a dark drab and the ground of the stiling a diagonal 
blending of camelia red and yellow. The remaining stiles are 
filled with scrolls, outlined in gold relief, and filled with a dark 
leather tint on pale leather grounds. At intervals, immense, flat, 
French gray, white and yeilow and pink flowers, with gold relief 
outlines, are spread upon the stiling with great effect. The 
center of each panel is frescoed in sky effects with an irregular 
tracery of vines thereon. The plaster centerpiece in each pane} 
supports a gasolier, and is surrounded by a circle of gold relief 
in imitation of basket work, and four chains wrought in gold 
relief, support it from each corner of the panel. This work seems 
eminently well-suited for saloons, public halls, churches, etc., 
as well as for private dwellings, the character of the building 
in each case, determining the character of the work to be done. 

A Committee of the Brooklyn Association of Master Painters 
and Decorators was recently appointed to take charge of the 
decoration of the rooms of the Association in Livingston Street, 
with a view of showing visitors what Brooklyn decorators can 
do in the way of interior decoration. As may be supposed, the 
choice of the member to whom the work would be intrusted 
was a delicate question. The Committee, after a long considera- 
tion of the subject, were unanimously in favor of intrusting the 
work to Mr. Eaton, one of the members, which was a very high 
compliment paid to that gentleman for his abilities as a decora- 
tor. It is safe to say that when the Association rooms are dee- 
orated, they will be worth a visit to any one in search of some- 
thing novel and unique in decorative taste. 



A new refinement of art has been brought into tile work. 
Small tiles of oblong form have deep shapings at one ex- 
tremity in contrast to the rest of surface, and these are so 
disposed in permanently setting them as that these shades shall 
be continued over the whole panel, making diagonal sweeps. 
The effect is all the better that the tiles are intermingled with 
others in which uo shadings appear, except at times in extremely 
light wavy cloudings. The gradating of the edges of the shades 
gives a softness of character to them that prevents their looking 
streaky. Their adjustment in the first instance in a loose frame 
is an interesting sight as they allow of several forms of combin- 
ation. 
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